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Abstract: The Sustainia100 report (2016) was published ten years ago and provided the results of the top 100 most innovative 
sustainability solutions from across the globe judged by an international panel of experts. This paper reviews these top 100 
from 2016 ten years on. The analysis is comprehensive as it provides a unique data set on the global top 100 from 2016, and 
which companies are still successful ten years later.  
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1. Introduction 
The original data set of 100 globally most innovative sustainability solutions was compiled by Sustainia (2016), a 
leading Sustainability consultancy from Copenhagen, in conjunction with the Global Compact and Monday 
Morning. The 2016 report was published not long after the 17 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) were agreed by world leaders in 2015 (Moon, 2017, 2018). Each business was originally evaluated on its 
availability, scalability, positive environmental impact, financial viability, and improving the quality of life. In fact, 
each project included a Triple Bottom Line review. Thus, ten years on this paper explores to what extent the 
Triple Bottom Line concept continues to demonstrate financial success and positive social and environmental 
impact in the long term. 

The paper also provides insights into the focus on the SDGs, as 2016 was the only year that the top 100 projects 
were all mapped by Sustainia against the SDGs, and whether there is now ongoing support for the original 
contention that ‘new mindsets and innovative thinking businesses’ have delivered on everything from good 
health and well-being, affordable and clean energy, to improved infrastructure and sustainable urban 
development, including financial viability in the long-term (Sustainia, Ibid). In fact, the initial research covered 
10 sectors and 188 countries of deployment. The sectors included were Buildings, Food, Fashion, Transportation, 
IT, Education, Energy, Health, Cities, Resources.  

2. Background 
Peters and Waterman (1982) identified core attributes of ‘excellent’ companies that foster innovation and 
enduring performance. However, of the original companies in the research 9 of 30 companies (30%) had failed 
by 2002 (McKinsey, 2017). Then, 3 of 15 companies (20%) identified by Collins and Poras (1994) had failed by 
2014 (McKinsey, 2017). Further, 3 of 8 companies (37.5%) identified as Good to Great by Collins (2001) had failed 
by 2016 (McKinsey, 2017). The McKinsey study (Ibid) of these 50 companies acknowledged that performance is 
affected by external trends and forces. However, further research by Eccles et al (2014) found ‘High Sustainability’ 
related to better corporate financial performance, a study now cited by 6680, and Friede et al (2015) cited 
evidence from more than 2000 empirical studies (1970s to 2014) finding that ESG (Environmental, Social and 
Governance) factors were positively related to corporate financial performance in 90% of the studies. Thus, 
‘sustainability’ may be a better predictor of long-term company performance than the other measures cited 
above. The following Research Questions are thus posed: 

RQ1: How many of the original Sustainia projects from 2016 are still active in 2026? 

RQ2: Is there any indication that their original Triple Bottom Line evaluation in 2016 is still evident in 
their 2026 performance? 

3. Methodology 
As it is now ten years on it is timely to review the top 100 solutions from Sustainia (2016) and determine which 
of the projects were successful and whether this validates their emphasis on sustainability. The analysis is based 
on desk research including the checking of the original 100 url’s from the Sustainia (2016) report and identifying 
which url’s are still active by the same companies. And if not, checking to see if the company had a new url, or 
had changed its name, or had gone out of business.  
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Further, by reviewing the performance of each company since 2016, this provides insights into the success of the 
TBL concept in the longer term.  The findings are displayed in Tables 1-10 below by sector (see Appendix). With 
new url’s highlighted in blue and underlined, and companies ‘out of business’ highlighted in red and underlined.  

4. Findings and Discussion 
The first finding of this new research is that the majority of the 100 projects in the Sustainia100 (2016) globally 
most innovative solutions have been sustained for over ten years. In fact, only 11% of the original projects are 
now cited as being specifically out of business. This result is similar to the finding of Friede et al (Op Cit).  

The initial trawl of url’s revealed that 49% of the original url’s cited by Sustainia were still active. However, this 
result was slightly skewed with the fact that 10% of the original cited projects (government) did not have url’s 
associated with them, and that 41% of url’s had changed for various reasons. Thus, some companies have 
changed their name or merged or been acquired during the last ten years.  

This means that 87% of the original projects identified by Sustainia have been found to be ‘successful’ after ten 
years. Whilst this success cannot be directly attributed to ‘sustainability’ alone, each of the original sample of 
100 companies were evaluated on their Triple Bottom Line performance by an international panel of experts, 
and the author of this paper has found evidence of continuing strong emphasis on ‘sustainability’ in this regard 
(see appendix).  

5. Limitations of the Research 
The research is limited by the fact that this desk research may not be 100% accurate. However, the author double-
checked the original Uniform Resource Locators (url’s) provided by Sustainia at least twice to confirm whether 
the initial url’s were still active pertaining to the original projects. Thus, where the original urls were no longer 
active the author undertook google searches to determine if the project was out of business or had been 
acquired by another company or simply changed its url. In numerous cases this was confirmed. However, due to 
the difficulty in tracking all projects precisely, the most up-to-date status or data may not be available. Further, 
for the original government cited projects urls were not cited in the 2016 report at all, and current data on the 
performance of most of these projects was hard to find. Data that was not available is marked as NA in the table.  

6. Conclusions 
This study is of 100 projects that were analysed in 2016 as being globally most innovative, ten years hence. As 
the original 100 were initially evaluated on their Triple Bottom Line impact, the sample provided a unique data 
set to study ten years hence to see how many projects/organisations were still active and successful. 87% were 
found to be ‘successful’ based on the data cited in the Appendix, tables 1-10.  

There can be a range of factors governing the success or failure of a company. However, this prima facie evidence 
is compelling. Further, the results will be of interest to teachers, researchers and practitioners. The author has 
used the original sample in his teaching for many years and students always appreciate the innovative and 
inspiring examples cited from the original Sustainia100 report. As this is the only year that Sustainia mapped all 
the projects against the SDGs the exercise is also useful for teaching about the SDGs in practice, and the TBL 
concept in practice.  

At the very least this research updates the information on these 100 projects. However, researchers can also now 
look more closely at the individual projects that have been successful, or by sector.  

Ethics Declaration 
Ethics approval was not required for this research as it is scholarly research based on desk research only. 

AI Declaration 
AI was not used in the research for this paper other than to provide a second check on whether companies 
identified by Sustainia (2016) were still in business. Thus, Google was used for the desk research and Google 
Scholar to check references.  
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Appendix 

Table 1: Buildings 

Sector and 
Innovation 

Name of 
Company 

Survival 
of 

original 
url (Y/N) 

Original url, or name 
change and new url, or 

out of business 

Economic 
Performance 

Social 
Performance 

Environmental 
Performance 

Energy 
Manageme
nt of 
Buildings 

BuildingIQ N Delisted from ASX in 
2024 

NA NA NA 

Prefab 
wood 

Lindbäcks 
Bygg 

Y https://lindbacks.se/ SEK 1.2bn 
revenue 

18,219 
accommodati
ons provided 

162m kg CO2e 
saved 

Local 
workforce 

MASS 
Design 
Group 

Y https://modelofarchitectu
re.org/ 

$22.1m 
revenue 2024 

Non-profit. 
2020 award 
for 
architecture 
as a medium 
for healing 

2018 -  
11,300 tonnes 
of embodied 
CO2 equivalent 
saved across 
17 projects 

Bacteria 
bricks 

bioMASON Y https://biomason.com/ Secured $95-
104m funding 

BioLITH 
products are 
Red List Free 
– better 
indoor air 
quality 

Reduces 
carbon 
emissions by up 
to 60% 

Green 
bonds 

Vasakronan N https://vasakronan.se/en
/ 

SEK 9,503m 
rental revenue 
2025 

Joines Hall 
Nolan 
initiative for 
zero 
accidents 

Since 2017 all 
leases are 
green to 
promote natural 
components 

CO2 
Concrete 

Solidia 
Technologie
s 

N Out of business NA NA NA 

Retrofit AC Phoebus 
Energy 

Y https://www.phoebus-
energy.com/ 

£100bn assets 
managed 

In 2023 
launched a 
Green team 

Carbon neutral 
since 2009 

Refit Micro 
apartments 

Northeast 
Collaborativ
e Architects 

Y https://ncarchitects.com/ <$5m revenue Focus on 
community 
revitalisation 

Focus on fewer 
resources and  
adaptive reuse 

Fire 
detection 

Lumkani Y https://lumkani.com/ $680K raised 70% of 
customers are 
female 

71% of fire 
damage limited 
to first property 

Cement 
free mortar 

KALK N https://kalk.dk/ 163m Euros 
net profit 2024 

High-quality 
lime products 
preserve 

30% less CO2 
per m2. 
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Sector and 
Innovation 

Name of 
Company 

Survival 
of 

original 
url (Y/N) 

Original url, or name 
change and new url, or 

out of business 

Economic 
Performance 

Social 
Performance 

Environmental 
Performance 

historic 
buildings 

Totals  
confirmed 

 6Y 8Y    

Table 2: Food 
Sector and 
Innovation 

Name of 
Company 

Survival 
of 

original 
url (Y/N) 

Original url, or name change 
and new url, or out of 

business 

Economic 
Performanc

e 

Social 
Performanc

e 

Environment
al 
Performance 

Solar-
powered 
cold storage 

ColdHubs Y https://coldhubs.com/ $1.68m 
raised in 
2019 

100+ jobs 
for women 

3,931,560kg 
CO2 saved 

Restaurant 
leftovers 

Too Good To 
Go 

Y https://www.toogoodtogo.com/
en-gb 

$162m in 
revenue in 
2023 

B-Corp ‘Best 
in World’ for 
governance 
2020-2 

365,719 
tonnes of 
CO2e saved 

Coffee 
waste super 
food 

CoffeeFlour N Company dissolved NA NA NA 

Smart 
greenhouse
s 

Illuminum 
Greenhouse
s Kenya 

N Synnefa 
https://synnefa.io/smart-
greenhouses 

£300k grant 
received in 
2025. 

5000 
farmers 
supported 

Up to 60% 
less water 
usage 

Plant based 
burgers 

Impossible 
Foods 

Y https://impossiblefoods.com/ $137m 
revenue 
2021 

100% score 
on Human 
Rights 
Campaign’s 
Corporate 
Equality 
Index 

Impossible 
Burger uses 
96% less 
land, 87% 
less water, 
89% fewer 
GHGs. 

Local farms  BrightFarms Y Acquired by Cox Enterprises 
https://www.brightfarms.com/ 

$211m 
funding 
raised 

Supports 
green collar 
jobs in local 
communities  

90% less land 
usage, 80% 
less water, 
95% less 
shipping fuel.  

Smart 
tractors 

Hello Tractor N https://hellotractor.com/ $7.56m 
funding 
raised 

Supported 
>1m 
smallholders  

Increases 
yields and 
saves fuel 

Edible insect 
chips 

Six Foods N Chirps 
https://eatchirps.com/ 

<$5m 
revenue 

Lower 
welfare 
concerns 

80% less 
methane than 
cattle 

Cooking fuel GreenChar 
Solutions 

N Greenchar Climate Solutions 
https://www.greenchar.co/ 

A$4.8m 
grant in 
2026 from 
ARENA 

Smokeless 
fuel 
decreases 
household 
air pollution 

100+ trees 
saved  

Smart meter 
for food 
waste 

Winnow 
Solutions 

Y https://www.winnowsolutions.c
om/ 

$36m 
raised. 

Reduces 
food 
purchase 
costs by 3-
8% 

Cuts food 
waste by 40-
70% 

Total  5Y 9Y    

Table 3: Fashion 
Sector and 
Innovation 

Name of 
Company 

Survival 
of 

original 
url (Y/N) 

Original url, or name change 
and new url, or out of 

business 

Economic 
Performanc

e 

Social 
Performanc

e 

Environment
al 

Performance 

30 year 
sweatshirt 

Tom 
Cridland 

Y https://tomcridland.com. 
https://30yearclothing.com/ 

£3m 
revenue 

Aims to 
raise 
awareness 
of fast 
fashion 

100% organic 
cotton 

3D printed 
shoe from 
ocean 
plastic 

Adidas / 
Parley 

Y https://parley.tv/ Over 15m 
shoes sold.  

Ended use 
of plastic 
bottles in all 
meetings, 
workshop in 
schools 

Each par 
made from 
equivalent of 
11 plastic 
bottles 
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Sector and 
Innovation 

Name of 
Company 

Survival 
of 

original 
url (Y/N) 

Original url, or name change 
and new url, or out of 

business 

Economic 
Performanc

e 

Social 
Performanc

e 

Environment
al 

Performance 

Pineapple 
leather 

Ananas 
Anam 

Y https://www.ananas-
anam.com/ 

£299,600 
revenue in 
2023 

B-Corp 
certified, 650 
jobs created 
in rural 
communities 

4418 tons of 
CO2 
prevented by 
2023 

Informal 
Worker 
rights 

Nest Y https://www.buildanest.org/ $6.75m 
revenue 
2025 

1.5m people 
positively 
impacted 

98% of 
participant 
have safe 
drinking water 

Leasing 
clothes 

Le Tote N Out of business NA NA NA 

Recycling 
cotton 

VTT and 
partners 

Y https://reloopingfashion.org/ Not 
available 

Quickdrying 
prevents 
bacteria 

46% less 
CO2 

Yak Yarn Tengri N House of Tengri 
https://www.houseoftengri.co.u
k/ 

<£5m MOU with 
Dept of 
Livestock in 
Bhutan 

Focus on 
regenerative 
farming 

Upcycling 
blankets 

Wintervacht N Hul le Kes 
https://hullekes.com/shop/ 

Supported 
by several 
foundations 

Helping 
individuals 
with Mental 
Health 
challenges 

Recovery 
Studio 

Animal-Free 
clothing 

Vaute N Out of business NA NA NA 

Natural dyes Aura Herbal 
Textiles 

N Suspected virus for original 
url.  
Out of business 

NA NA NA 

Total  6Y 7Y    

 

Table 4: Transport 
Sector and 
Innovation 

Name of 
Company 

Survival 
of 

original 
url (Y/N) 

Original url, or name change 
and new url, or out of 

business 

Economic 
Performanc

e 

Social 
Performanc

e 

Environment
al 

Performance 

Mapping 
informal 
transit 

Digital 
Matatus 

Y https://www.digitalmatatus.co
m/ 

NA NA NA 

Urban 
transport 
app 

Uestra Y https://www.uestra.de/en/ Euro 170m+ 
revenue 

Stagg 
growth to 
2,434 in 
2023. 

Expanding 
green fleet 
with EIB 100m 
Euro loan. 

Bike-sharing Indego Y https://www.rideindego.com/ 20% growth 
2023/4. 

8m rides by 
April 2025 

Expanded to 
1900 bikes 

Bike data Strava Y https://www.strava.com/ $415-500m 
revenue 
2025 

100m users 434,698kg 
CO2 saved 
(est) 2023. 

E-mini cabs Mellowcabs Y https://www.mellowvans.com/ $4.45M 
funding 
round as of 
March 2023. 

60% 
components 
sourced 
locally 

100% EVs. 
Top 3 finalist in 
the GreenTech 
category for 
the 2025 
AfricaTech 
Awards. 

Smart traffic 
signals 

City of 
Copenhagen 

NA https://www.c40.org/case-
studies/cities100-copenhagen-
smart-traffic-signals-boost-
cycling/#:~:text=Copenhagen
%20is%20investing%20in%20
Intelligent,life%20throughout%
20the%20entire%20city. 

Money 
saved on 
repairs 

Safer for 
cyclists 

Increased 
number of 
cyclists 

Aircraft fuels Safety 
Line/Inria 

N Merges with SITA. 
https://www.sita.aero/pressroo
m/news-releases/sita-
acquires-safety-line-to-
support-sustainable-
aviation/#:~:text=SITA%20take

SITA 
revenue 
$1.6bn 2024 

Increased 
partnerships 
with 
Transavia 
and Air 
France, as 

Fuel savings 
of 5-6% per 
flight 
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Sector and 
Innovation 

Name of 
Company 

Survival 
of 

original 
url (Y/N) 

Original url, or name change 
and new url, or out of 

business 

Economic 
Performanc

e 

Social 
Performanc

e 

Environment
al 

Performance 

s%20the%20lead%20in,strong
ly%20complementing%20SITA
's%20existing%20portfolio. 

well as 
Group ADP 

Electric 
sccoters 

Gogoro Y https://www.gogoro.com/ $281.5 
million 2025 

700k riders 
by Match 
2026 

1 billion 
kilograms of  
Emissions 
saved 

Light rail 
Africa 

Government 
of Ethiopia 

NA https://www.instagram.com/p/
DP8rOejiPY8/ 

$475m 
project 
facing 
losses 

50-90k 
riders per 
day 

32% 
regenerative 
energy  

Incentivising 
Green 
commuting 

Panasonic NA https://www.euronews.com/20
22/03/28/panasonic-steers-us-
towards-a-greener-future-in-
mobility-and-business-
operations#:~:text=For%20Pa
nasonic%2C%20achieving%2
0carbon%20neutrality,compan
y's%20long%2Dterm%20envir
onmental%20goals. 

NA NA NA 

Total  6Y 10Y    
 

Table 5: IT 
Sector and 
Innovation 

Name of 
Company 

Survival 
of 

original 
url (Y/N) 

Original url, or name change 
and new url, or out of 

business 

Economic 
Performanc

e 

Social 
Performanc

e 

Environment
al 

Performance 

Indoor 
farming 

Agrilyst N Artemis 
https://techcrunch.com/2019/0
5/22/agtech-startup-agrilyst-is-
now-artemis-raises-8m-series-
a/#:~:text=Artemis%2C%20for
merly%20known%20as%20Ag
rilyst%2C%20is%20an,to%20s
cale%20sales%20and%20exp
and%20the%20team 

$11.75 
funding  
increased to 
2019 

Supports 
local supply 
chains 

90% less 
water than 
traditional 
farming 

Heat from 
computers 

Nerdalize N Out of business NA NA NA 

Mapping Air 
Pollution 

Aclima Y https://aclima.earth/ Revenue 
$8.4m 2024 

OEKO-
TEX® 
Standard 
100 

Focus on 
regenerative 
farming 

Radio Wave 
Energy 

Drayson 
Technologie
s 

Y Freevolt 
https://www.businesswire.com/
news/home/20211004005006/
en/Drayson-Technologies-
Becomes-Freevolt-
Technologies 

$337,000 
revenue 
2018. $30m 
raised 2021. 

NA NA 

Monitoring 
water use 

Calliope 
Waterworks 

N Out of business NA NA NA 

Remote eye 
care 

Vula Mobile Y Vula Medical 
https://www.vulamedical.com/ 

$373,000 
revenue in 
2020 

2.5m 
patients 
supported 

$1.8m saved 
in transport 
costs 

Solar battery 
power 

Sol Chip Y https://sol-chip.com/ Raised $6m Eliminates 
hazardous 
wastes 

40% water 
savings 

Monitoring 
beehives 

CAD 
Creation 

Y https://www.optibee.fr/ Revenue 
increased 
40% 2024 

Healthier 
colonies 

Reduced 
colony 
collapse 

Mobile lung 
disease 
diagnosis 

MIT Y https://mobilehealthlab.com/ NA NA NA 

Modular 
consumer 
electronics 

Nascent 
Objects 

N 
(Acquire
d by 
Faceboo
k) 

https://tracxn.com/d/companie
s/nascent-
objects/__2vn6T2azpbXAxr8t
NBrACN1JSjf-
TLSgdwl2JlN5_gA 

NA Recognised 
by B The 
Change 

Reduces e-
waste 

Total  6Y 8Y    
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Table 6: Education 
Sector and 
Innovation 

Name of 
Company 

Survival 
of 

original 
url (Y/N) 

Original url, or name change 
and new url, or out of 

business 

Economic 
Performanc

e 

Social 
Performance 

Environme
ntal 

Performanc
e 

Digital 
platform 

2degrees N 2degrees Ltd still in business 
but Secaro now operating 
Manufacture 2030. 
https://secaro.io/ 

NA NA NA 

Clean tech 
micro 
business 

The 
Appropriate 
Technology 
Collaborativ
e  

N https://apptechcollaborative.or
g/ 

NA 3,185 youth 
study in solar 
powered 
schools 

4,500 
access to 
clean water 

Digital 
learning 

BRCK 
Education 

N https://brck.com/tag/education/ NA Now 
operating in 
65 countries 

Solar panels 
on Kio kits 

Smart 
homes 
education 

Trumpet Y The New Joneses Pty Ltd 
https://www.thenewjoneses.co
m/ 

Partneredwit
h Bank 
Australia 
and 
Sustainabilit
y Victoria 

Free SDG 
resources to 
teachers 
across AU 

Tiny House 
model 

Food 
education  

Melting Pot 
Foundation 

N https://www.meltingpotfonden.
org/ 

Average 
franchise 
$2,128m. 

Foundation to 
support social 
projects 

NA 

Zero waste 
cafe 

Cafeteria 
Culture 

Y https://cafeteriaculture.org/ $5.3m Focus on 
school 
cafeterias 

Zero waste 
culture 

Mentoring Educate! Y https://www.experienceeducat
e.org/ 

$9.75m 600k youth 
impacted 

NA 

Work-
Exchange 

Maya 
Universe 
Academy 

Y https://mayauniverseacademy.
org/ 

Social 
Enterprise 
supported 
by 
Foundations 

Innovation in 
Philanthropy 
Award 

NA 

Coop 
weaving 

Yayasan 
Satu Karsa 
Karya 

N https://yupcities.org/resources/
yayasan-satu-karsa-karya-
yskk/ 

NGO Youth led 
urban 
governance 

NA 

Women’s 
coding 

Code to 
Inspire 

Y https://www.codetoinspire.org/ $116k in 
paid projects 

1420 
graduated 

NA 

Total  5Y 10Y    

Table 7: Energy 
Sector and 
Innovation 

Name of 
Company 

Survival 
of 

original 
url (Y/N) 

Original url, or name change 
and new url, or out of 

business 

Economic 
Performanc

e 

Social 
Performance 

Environme
ntal 

Performan
ce 

Smart 
batteries 

Green 
Charge 
Networks 

N Incorporated into ENGIE. 
https://www.engie.com/ 

$2.75bn 
ENGIE 
takes 80% 
stake 

NA Clean tech 
batteries 

PAYG Solar M-KOPA 
Solar 

Y https://www.m-kopa.com/ $416m 2024 9 in 10 
customers 
quality of life 
improved 

55k tonnes 
of Co2 
avoided 

Cheaper 
batteries 

Faradion Y https://faradion.co.uk/ Reliance 
New Energy 
Solar  
bought 
100% stake 
for £100m in 
2022 

Safer 
technology 
reported 

Sodium 
batteries do 
not use 
lithium, 
cobalt or 
copper 

Cheaper 
electricity  

Open Energi N Acquired by BP in 2021 
https://www.bp.com 

$5.1m Open 
Energi 
revenue 

Digital 
platform 

38k (est) 
tonnes of 
CO2 cut per 
year 

Crowdfunde
d solar 

TRINE Y https://trine.com/ Euros 89m 
returned to 
investors 

Crowdfunding 
platform 

Solar 
energy 
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Sector and 
Innovation 

Name of 
Company 

Survival 
of 

original 
url (Y/N) 

Original url, or name change 
and new url, or out of 

business 

Economic 
Performanc

e 

Social 
Performance 

Environme
ntal 

Performan
ce 

Community 
energy 

BlocPower Y https://www.blocpower.io/ $155m 
raised in 
2023 

5000 projects Green 
energy 
retrofits 

Green  solar Sonnen Y https://www.sonnenusa.com/ $450m 
revenue 
2023 

German 
Sustainability 
Award Design 
2021 

Lithium Iron 
Phosphate 
home 
batteries 

Thin film 
solar 

Yes Solar 
Energy 
Technology 

NA https://www.yesenergysolution
s.co.uk 

£41.8m  Community 
Interest 
Company 
supported 21k 
households 

12k energy 
saving 
measures 

Biogas GPS 
Renewables 

N https://www.spacedaily.com/re
ports/The_Quiet_Transformati
on_of_GPS_Whats_Coming_b
y_2026 

$145m 
revenue 
2025 

ESG report 
2025 

100 tonnes 
per day 
clean 
energy 
supplied 

Biofuel Joule 
Unlimited 

N Out of business NA NA NA 

Total  5Y 9Y    

Table 8: Health 
Sector and 
innovation 

Name of 
company 

Survival 
of 

original 
url (Y/N) 

Original url, or name change 
and new url, or out of 

business 

Economic 
Performanc

e 

Social 
Performance 

Environme
ntal 

Performan
ce 

Solar toilets Seva 
Sustainable 
Sanitation 

NA NA NA NA NA 

SMS toolkit Totohealth N Out of business NA NA NA 
Clean fuel Sanivation Y https://sanivation.com/ $4.5m 

raised 
50 local 
employees at 
each site 

288,000 
tonnes C02 
saved over 
ten years 

Counterfeit 
drug 
detection 

mPedigree Y https://mpedigree.com/ $1.5m 
funding 
2022 

Protects 
patient safety 

Sensors 
used to 
monitor 
environmen
tal impact 

Market for 
healthcare 

FLOOW2 
Healthcare 

N https://www.floow2.com/ Euros 1.5m 
savings 
2024 

Local sharing 94 million 
tonnes of 
CO2 saved 

Solar ATMs Piramal 
Sarjaval 

N https://www.sarvajal.com/ Franchisees 
keep 80% of 
water sales 
revenue 

Reduces risk 
of water borne 
diseases 

500m litres 
of safe 
drinking 
water from 
ATMs 

Air Pollution 
sensor 

Plume Labs Y https://plumelabs.com/en/ Raised 
$4.5m in 
2022 

$1.1m raised 
for 
philanthropic 
projects 2024 

73% users 
avoid 
pollution 
spikes 

Eco sanitary 
pads 

Design 
Without 
Borders 
Uganda / 
Technology 
4 Tomorrow  

NA https://impacc.org/en/venture/
makapads/ 

NA NA NA 

Health 
insurance 

MicroEnsur
e 

N Acquired by Turaco 
https://africabusinesscommuni
ties.com/tech-24/ghana-
kenyan-insurtech-turaco-
acquires-microensure-to-
deepen-affordable-insurance-
coverage-across-africa/ 

$25m raised 
from B&M 
Gates Fdtn. 
May 2024, 
Munich Re 
invested $50 
million 

Freemium 
model 

NA 

Smart cane Indian 
Institute of 
Technology 
/ Phoenix 
Medical 
Systems 

N https://smartcane.saksham.org
/ 

Book net 
worth 
increasing 
by 19.5% by 
2024.  

ISO9001 
certified 

ISO14001 
certified 
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Sector and 
innovation 

Name of 
company 

Survival 
of 

original 
url (Y/N) 

Original url, or name change 
and new url, or out of 

business 

Economic 
Performanc

e 

Social 
Performance 

Environme
ntal 

Performan
ce 

Total  3Y 8Y    

Table 9: Cities 
Sector and 
Innovation 

Name of 
Company 

Surviv
al of 

origina
l url 
(Y/N) 

Original url, or name change 
and new url, or out of 

business 

Economic 
Performanc

e 

Social 
Performance 

Environme
ntal 

Performan
ce 

Service 
delivery 

VPUU NPC / 
Formula D 
Interactive 

Y https://vpuu.org.za/ Funded by 
City of Cape 
Town, 
Western 
Cape 
Government
, German 
Developmen
t Bank (KfW) 

14,000 
meals 
provided   
on a daily 
basis  
for 6 months in  
184 
community  
Kitchens. 
2021.  

Alternative 
sanitation 
facilities 
completed 
2026. 

Green roofs Government 
of France 

NA https://entreprendre.service-
public.gouv.fr/vosdroits/F38107
?lang=en 

AGR of 
14.3% in 
France 

Green roofs 
are prime 
locations for 
urban 
agriculture 

Indoor 
temp’s can 
reduce by 2 
degrees in 
summer 

Green belt Alcaldia de 
Medellin 

NA https://www.weforum.org/storie
s/2024/01/nature-positive-
cities-tackle-extreme-heat/ 

NA NA NA 

Water 
supply 

City of New 
Orleans 

NA https://nola.gov/next/resilience-
sustainability/about/gentilly-
resilience-district-en/ 

NA NA NA 

Monitoring 
of e-buses 

ViriCiti B.V. N Acquired by ChargePoint 
Holdings.  
https://www.chargepoint.com/a
bout/news/chargepoint-
acquires-ebus-and-commercial-
vehicle-management-provider-
viriciti-
accelerate/?srsltid=AfmBOopi8
7-wU8geD6hUphtRqSA-A-
YptgvMwua8e6dI_2K7x6viPLAi 

$79.4 million 
acquisition 
2021 

NA 12m e-
buses 
expend 
1.15 
kWh/km 

Community 
health 

City Health 
Works 

N Acquired by Diverge Health 
https://eaglelinenews.com/post
s/manmeet-kaur 

NA NA NA 

Urban 
sharing 

Creative 
commons 
Korea 

N https://wiki.creativecommons.or
g/wiki/South_Korea 

NA NA NA 

Rescued 
groceries 

Daily Table N Out of business    

Urban 
recycling 

City of 
Buenos 
Aires 

NA https://metropolitics.org/When-
the-Poor-Make-a-Living-from-
the-Waste-of-the-Rich.html 

$30m 
allocated to 
recyclers by 
city 

5,500 
cartoneros are 
members of a 
COOP. 

240 tons of 
cardboard 
and paper 
collecteddai
ly 

Services 
platform 

Tel-Aviv 
Municipality 

NA https://www.eshelyuval.com/co
py-of-ux-projects-1 

NA NA NA 

Total  1Y 9Y    

Table 10: Resources 
Sector and 
Innovation 

Name of 
Company 

Survival 
of 

original 
url (Y/N) 

Original url, or name change 
and new url, or out of 

business 

Economic 
Performanc

e 

Social 
Performance 

Environme
ntal 

Performan
ce 

Algae ALGIX 3D N https://tracxn.com/d/companie
s/algix/__1qew07cNA1t88e39
gceVLz5ES3Syen1OmyN3zN
Jihwk 

$27.6 Million NA NA 

Refugee 
camp waste 

Arcenciel N https://www.arcenciel.org/ NA 220,000+ 
People 
reached 
through our 

Opening of 
Zalka Eco-
hub 2025. 
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Sector and 
Innovation 

Name of 
Company 

Survival 
of 

original 
url (Y/N) 

Original url, or name change 
and new url, or out of 

business 

Economic 
Performanc

e 

Social 
Performance 

Environme
ntal 

Performan
ce 

health and 
social care 
program 

Ocean 
farming 

GreenWave 
Technologie
s 

Y https://www.greenwave.org/ $39.47 
million 
revenue 

Co-creation 
laboratory 

Published 
report on 10 
years of the 
kelp 
industry 
2026 

Shower 
heads 

Nebia N Acquired by Brondell 
https://www.brondell.com/the-
newest-step-in-nebia-s-
journey/?srsltid=AfmBOoodBd
ENtejchS_U9pxD2ZC1Q3zW0
uTxyRpbsIlQsPTY9pQ00gWr 

Raised 
£20m in 
2015. 

Acquired by 
Brondell in 
2023, backed 
by leading IT 
investors.  

Saved 
520m 
gallons of 
water by 
2023. 

Larvae as 
feed 

JM Green 
Technologie
s 

N Data unavailable NA NA NA 

Foam from 
CO2 

Covestro Y https://www.covestro.com/ £12.95b 
sales 2025 

Non-financial 
KPI for all 
employees 
2022 

21% 
reduction in 
GHGs 
already 
achieved 

Water 
pumps 

Neptuno 
Pumps 

Y https://neptunopumps.com/ $394,000 
revenues as 
of 2026. 

Won the 
"Innovation of 
the Year" prize 
three times 

Finalist 
WEF ‘The 
Circulars 
 Award.  

Carpet tiles Interface . 
Net-Works 

N Coast4C 
https://www.interface.com/GB/
en-GB/collections/net-effect 

$1,387 m 
net sales 
2025 

30+ years of 
sustainability 
data 
 

35% CO2 
reduction 
for tiles 
since 2019  

Desalination Desolenator Y https://www.desolenator.com/ Raised 
$10m equity 
to date 

Chemical free 
technology 

100% solar 
powered 

Circular 
offices 

Warp It 
Reuse 
Network 

Y https://www.warp-it.co.uk/ Saved 
£36,574,108 
equipment 
over 10 
years 

Consistently 
high customer 
reviews to 
2025 

26,825,039 
kg saved  

Total   6Y 9Y    
 

1021 
Proceedings of The 21st European Conference on Innovation and Entrepreneurship (ECIE 2026)


	ZZZZZ-Moon-IE-058
	1. Introduction
	2. Background
	3. Methodology
	4. Findings and Discussion
	5. Limitations of the Research
	6. Conclusions
	Ethics Declaration
	AI Declaration
	References
	Appendix




